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“Accountants will save the World”

Peter Bakker, Chief Executive, World 
Business Council for Sustainable 

Development 



THE ROLES OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS IN PROMOTING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (IFAC, 2011, 2015)
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Professional Competence: Creating Value 
for Sustainable Development
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IES 2: Broad Technical Competence
Financial Accounting & 
Reporting
Management Accounting
Audit and Assurance
Taxation
Information Technology
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Finance and Financial Management
Governance, Risk Management and 
Internal Control

Business Law and Regulations
Business and Organizational 
Environment
Economics
Business Strategy and 
Environment

Need to ensure that 
Technical Competence 
includes skills required to 
promote Sustainable 
Development



IES 3: Professional Skills
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IES 4: Professional Values, Ethics & Attitudes

Professional judgment: Apply a 
questioning mindset to assess 

financial information and other data 
critically  

Ethical principles: Analyzie alternative 
course of actions and determine the 

consequenses of this

Commitment to the 
public interest 



Competence‐Based CPD Cycle

Source: CIPD, The CPD 
Cycle,www.iucnredlist.org/d
etails/39779/0
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